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Abstract

Developing the IMBeR Action Plan for the Ocean and the OCEAN100+ Team

Ensuring a healthy and sustainable ocean in the future requires urgent planning and
adaptation to prepare for inevitable change. The challenge is global and requires
engagement from experts in multiple disciplines and with diverse perspectives from
societies across the world. The scale and rapidity of ocean change is now clear, with large
impacts observed over the last few years, and warnings of major future change over the
coming decades. Policy driven responses to ocean change will require coordinated action
across multiple scales. Here we report an initiative developed as a synthesis activity by
the Integrated Marine Biosphere Research Project (IMBeR), that is developing a
risk-based Action Plan for the Ocean to generate the required plans and options for action.
The initiative has highlighted that a systematic approach is needed to develop strategies
for mitigation and adaptation and to coordinate activity from local to global scales. An
inclusive approach will be crucial to success, involving diverse perspectives from across
scientific disciplines and societies across the world. We are developing a blueprint for
ocean risk-based planning and adaptation, encompassing local, regional and global
scales. To develop and implement the Action Plan for the Ocean, we are assembling an
integrated, interdisciplinary ocean community, the OCEAN100+ Team. This diverse team,
representing over 100 countries, will develop international capacity, build on current
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activities and forge partnerships that draw on expertise from established programmes and
organisations. OCEAN100+ will provide a forum for the global ocean community to
actively contribute to the development of the Action Plan. The Action Plan for the Ocean
initiative has emerged through the global leadership of IMBeR in ocean science and aims
to continue to contribute as part of the IMBeR community to address the challenges facing
our ocean.


